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Proclamations Proc. 8795

With the leadership of Vice President Joe Biden, my Administration is
working to stop sexual violence before it begins and ensure justice for the
countless men, women, and children who have already been harmed. Last
year, we introduced comprehensive guidance to schools, colleges, and uni-
versities to clarify their obligations under existing civil rights law to pre-
vent and respond to campus sexual assault. In January, we issued a revised
definition of rape that will improve our understanding of where and how
often this crime occurs. And today, we are collaborating with private orga-
nizations and agencies at every level of government to bolster advocacy and
assistance for victims of sexual violence. All of us share a responsibility
to those in need. By standing with survivors of rape and sexual assault and
helping them secure the support and services they deserve, we do right by
the ideals of compassion and service at the heart of the American character.
For additional information and resources, visit: www.WhiteHouse.gov/
1lis2many.

During National Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month, we re-
dedicate ourselves to breaking the cycle of violence that threatens lives,
erodes communities, and weakens our country. As we reflect on the
progress we have made and the distance we have yet to go, let us recommit
to empowering survivors and fighting for a safer future for every American.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2012 as National
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month. I urge all Americans to
support survivors of sexual assault and work together to prevent these
crimes in their communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8795 of April 2, 2012
World Autism Awareness Day, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) affect young people and adults of every
background, and millions of American families know the weight of their
impact. On World Autism Awareness Day, we recognize ASDs as a growing
public health issue and recommit to supporting those living with an ASD
and their loved ones.

We have made great strides in our understanding of the autism spectrum,
and today, children and adults with ASDs are leading independent and
productive lives. However, barriers still remain for these individuals and
their families. As a Nation, we share a responsibility to ensure persons liv-
ing with ASDs have the opportunity to pursue their full measure of happi-
ness and achieve their greatest potential.
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Proc. 8796 Title 3—The President

Meeting the needs of Americans on the autism spectrum remains a priority
for my Administration. Last September, I was proud to sign the Combating
Autism Reauthorization Act, which provides critical funding for autism re-
search, education, early detection, and support and services for children
and adults. Under the Affordable Care Act, new insurance plans are re-
quired to cover autism screenings and developmental assessments for chil-
dren at no additional cost to parents. Insurance companies can no longer
deny coverage to children with pre-existing conditions, and young people
can stay on their parents’ health insurance plan until age 26, easing finan-
cial burdens for families. With the Department of Education, we are making
substantial investments in enhancing education for children on the autism
spectrum—from early learning to higher education. And federally funded
research continues to explore how we can improve independent living, de-
velop assistive technology, and advance vocational rehabilitation services
for individuals with autism. For additional information and resources, I en-
courage all Americans to visit www.HHS.gov/autism.

As new policies and bold actions break down old barriers and reshape atti-
tudes, we move closer to a world free of discrimination and full of under-
standing for our family members and friends living with ASDs. On World
Autism Awareness Day, let us reaffirm our dedication to supporting those
on the autism spectrum and their families, and let us continue the work
of ensuring all our people have a chance at achieving the American dream.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2, 2012, as World
Autism Awareness Day. I encourage all Americans to learn more about au-
tism and what they can do to support individuals on the autism spectrum
and their families.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8796 of April 3, 2012
Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For centuries, the pursuit of knowledge and the cultivation of character
have driven American progress and enriched our national life. On Edu-
cation and Sharing Day, U.S.A., we renew our commitment to these time-
less aspirations, and we rededicate ourselves to fostering in our sons and
daughters inquiring minds and compassionate hearts.

In a global economy where more than half of new jobs will demand higher
education or advanced training, we must do everything we can to equip
our children with the tools for success. Their journey begins early, and it
demands stewardship from throughout the community—from parents and
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